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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text1: Northern Arizona University
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	Text18: 
	Text19: The figures above represent the energy profile of Arizona Public Service (APS) from whom NAU purchases its power. Given the proximity of coal and nuclear to the university, these are the actual primary energy sources for the institution. However, NAU purchases 10% of its own energy needs from the APS Green Choice Program. The Green Choice Program allows APS to purchase renewable energy from various sources including wind and solar which allows them to guarantee that the energy premium we pay for this program is used to purchase and distribute renewable energy. In addition, the university has ~2-3% on site renewable energy generation from a 161kw PV array and from solar thermal systems in three buildings.
	Text20: 
	Text21: 100
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: No Cogeneration at the moment but feasibility study for a biomass plant is in process now. Two central plants produce steam for the campus via natural gas creating a more efficient distributive heating system.
	Text27: 6.0
	Text28: We have one (1) LEED Platinum Building (NAU's Applied Research and Development Building) which stands as the highest LEED point earning building (60 points) in Arizona and was listed as the "Greenest Building in Higher Education" by the The Chronicle of Higher Education. In addition, we have four (3) LEED Gold Facilities including The Engineering Building, The W.A. Franke College of Business Building, The Extended Campuses Facility (submitted for Gold). South Rec Fields certified LEED Silver.
	Text29: 70.0
	Text30: The City of Flagstaff has a reclaimed water system which we have tapped into. We currently landscape ~70% of campus with reclaimed water and have plans to increase this to 100% over the next few years. In addition, we use this reclaimed water in the toilets of four of our buildings.
	Text31: 100
	Text32: In 2000, all light fixtures were converted to electronic ballasts and efficient fluorescent T8 lamps. The campus uses LED lighting, motion sensors in many buildings, and light harvesting in two new LEED buildings.
	Text33: 90
	Text34: The above is an estimate based upon the Energy Star policy in place on campus
	Text35: Yes, the facilities department has begun a weatherization project in which energy efficient windows are being installed in old buildings as a retrofit measure.
	Text36: 
	Text37: Produced sourced from several local farms through Stern distributors: Abby Lee Farms (Safford, AZ), Duncan Farms (Goodyear, AZ), Greer Farms (Tolleson, AZ), Golo Family Farms (Goodyear), Blue Sky Farms (Goodyear). Milk from AZ dairy, Shamrock Farms (rBST free).
	Text38: 
	Text39: All of our spring Mix lettuce and spinach are certified organic products.  An array of organic, vegan, vegetarian, gluten-free and ethnic foods are provided at the Campus Market and Oasis in the Union.     
	Text40: Yes, Sodexo, our dining provider, just signed a contract with the Marine Stewardship Council. See article at: http://www.greenbiz.com/news/2009/09/09/sodexo-will-only-reel-sustainable-wild-caught-seafood-20
	Text41: ~50
	Text42: The above percentage is a perceptual estimate. The dining facilities always have some kind of vegetarian option at each station as well as a dedicated vegetarian station with 3 veg. meals offered per day. Sodexo has identified several local ranches to source organic beef but has not yet determined how to work out the insurance issues of processing.
	Text43: Yes, the main dining hall - The Hot Spot - features a vegan/vegetarian station called the Wild Mushroom. This station includes daily vegan and vegetarian entrees and sides for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. In addition, there is a retail location - The Oasis - serving various natural, organic, and vegan products. Finally, all of the dining locations offer some kind of vegetarian option which is verified by a university staff member designated to survey the vegan offerings at each location.
	Text44: There are select retail locations where bottled water is sold but otherwise bottled water has been eliminated on campus including at orientation where all visitors receive a metal water bottle.
	Text45: Yes, the Students for Sustainable Living and Urban Gardening (SSLUG) have an on-campus garden which uses no pesticides or herbicides. In addition, this group composts ~200lbs/week of food from the South Dining location to use in the garden. 
	Text46: B.S.- Environmental Sciences, Environmental Studies, Environmental Chemistry, Environmental Engineering, Forestry, and Parks and Recreation Management, Minor-Sustainable Community Planning.Graduate - MA in Sustainable Communities, MS in Engineering (environmental engineering emphasis); MA, MPA, and PhD in political science (emphasis in environmental and natural resources policy), MS in Environmental Sciences and Policy, MS and PhD in Forestry.More Courses and programs with environmental emphases can be found at: http://www.mpcer.nau.edu/environmental_courses/degree_programs.html
	Text47: We currently have 7 classes that address in part and one in whole, the topic of sustainable design and construction.  They are: Building the Human Environment, Residential Construction Materials and Methods, Commercial Construction Materials and Methods, Mechanical Systems, Electrical Systems, LEED Preparation. Also, the Environmental Engineering B.S.E. trains students in renewable energy technologies.
	Text48: Our Green NAU website provides a student section with links to internship, research, course, and club information: http://green.nau.edu/students.html
	Text49: Dr. Tom Acker - National Wind ResearcherDr.s Bruce Hungate and George Koch - Global Climate MitigationDr. David Schlosberg - Internationally recognized Environmental Justice ScholarDr. Wally Covington - director of NAU's Ecological Restoration Institute, research in ecological restoration, forest health, fire exclusion and restoring forests.More information at: http://www.research.nau.edu/featuredresearch/index.html
	Text50: We have more than 30 environmental/sustainability institutes and centers. A full listing can be found at:http://www.greenguide.nau.edu/ (Publication entitled "Navigating the Green Road: A Guide to NAU's Environmental Resources)
	Text51: Global Learning initiative for entire campus adopted 2009-Sustainability, Global Engagement, Diversity
	Text52: 100
	Text53: All of the Colleges at the University include sustainability-related courses - Engineering, Forestry and Natural Science, Arts and Letters, Education, Health and Human Srvc, Social/Behav. Sci, Business. 
	Text54: NAU Purchasing has a property surplus program, an Energy Star program, and an environmental preferable purchasing program in place. All institutional assets must go through property surplus for resale or recycling. Purchases of computers and appliances are required to be Energy Star rated. "...the University is required to purchase ENERGY STAR® products or those certified by the Federal Energy Management Program as energy efficient in all categories available. If this solicitation is for a product in a category for which ENERGY STAR® or certified products are available, Offeror shall submit evidence of the ENERGY STAR® status or certification for products offered." The university has "green" vendor agreements with several companies including: Dell greener Products, Diversified Flooring, EcoLab, Interface Global, Hellas Construction, Voss lighting, and several others. Finally, at the close of each academic school year, Residence Life contracts with a local charity and sets up food, clothing, and in-kind donation areas in each Residence Hall to reduce landfill waste from move-out activities.
	Text55: 
	Text56: Our post-consumer recycled content paper is certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (www.sfiprogram.org)
	Text57: No
	Text58: No
	Text59: Yes, it is in the ITS recommended best practices that new computers will come with the energy saving settings chosen in the preference menu.
	Text60: Yes, there is a free bus service on campus for all faculty, staff, students, and visitors. Currently 3 of the buses in this fleet run on in-house produced biodiesel. In addition, all staff (including student staff) may get a FREE city bus pass through Parking Services. Also, the student government offers free safe rider shuttle service on Thursday evenings to and from campus and downtown.
	Text61: We started a successful Yellow Bike Program in 2007 which remains in place today. We also have installed more indoor and outdoor bicycle racks around campus. Our new campus master plan also includes plans to increase pedestrian and bike lanes and decrease auto lanes through the center of campus to encourage people to keep their cars at the periphery of campus and get around by foot or bike.
	Text62: Parking service offers discounted carpool parking permits. In addition, the staff ecopass is available to encourage staff to use public transportation to get to work. The new LEED buildings have indoor bicycle parking and showers as well to encourage pedestrian commuting to work.
	Text63: 
	Text64: Do not have data. Approximately 6400 students live on campus and therefore do not drive to campus each day.
	Text65: 
	Text66: Do not have data
	Text67: ~35
	Text68: We recycle roughly 17 tons of material per week and compost ~200lbs of food per week on campus.
	Text69: Yes - we have a co-mingling system on campus which allows us some flexibility with this in academic/admin. buildings where little wet waste is produced. We are, however, in the process of labeling the entire campus so that visitors are clear about where to recycle and how to keep waste streams clean.
	Text70: Yes, the Dome recently received a grant which allowed them to put in plastics recycling bins as well as begin a labeling system for easier recycling identification.
	Text71: Compost is done in the back of house not front of house to ensure clean compost streams. The kitchens separate compostable materials for pick up by the student group SSLUG each week. SSLUG is working to put compost bins in faculty lounges on campus as well.
	Text72: Through our climate action plan, we are setting a zero waste goal of 2020. Strategies include continuing to increase the visibility of and education about recycling receptacles on campus, identifying alternatives to styrofoam on campus, and working with dining services to increase composting levels.
	Text73: Yes, every residence hall has a designated area for charity donations (this is typically Big Brothers Big Sisters). There are also bins available year-round outside several centrally-located residence halls.
	Text74: Yes, sustainability is a goal in the University Strategic Plan (http://www4.nau.edu/president/reports/NAU_StrategicReport2007.pdf), the newly adopted global learning initiatives (http://home.nau.edu/facultysenate/documents.asp - see link to document on right panel under "Documents"), and as a major factor in the Campus Master Planning (https://www4.nau.edu/cas/Plan-Dev/2008%20Campus%20Master%20Plan%20Update.html)
	Text75: Yes, NAU has an Office of Sustainability housed within the Office of the President. Within this office is the Associate VP for Economic Development and Sustainable Initiatives as well as a full-time Sustainability Coordinator. In addition, this office employs several sustainability interns each semester.
	Text76: Yes, NAU has committed to carbon neutrality by 2020. We are currently developing our Climate Action Plan per the American College and University President's Climate Commitment. This plan sets the following broad goals - Reach 2000 carbon levels by 2014, reach 1990 carbon levels by 2018, reach carbon neutrality by 2020. The NAU Environmental Caucus (http://www.envcaucus.nau.edu/) will then set out annual recommendations to specifically site project strategies for the Office of the President.
	Text77: Yes, an interdisciplinary undergraduate climate mitigation class conducted a green-house gas inventory in 2007 and backfilled data from 1990 and on. In addition, the University has recently released an RFP asking for proposals for an investment-grade audit of the campus which would lead to a potential power purchase agreement.
	Text78: Over the last three years, despite increase our campus square footage, we have seen a net reduction in energy use. In addition, from 2000 to the present, we have seen an average 5% carbon emissions reduction from year to year (http://www.mpcer.nau.edu/carbonproject/files/final_mitigation_report_2007.pdf)
	Text79: Yes, we are third party audited for policy transparency and spending within the endowment. See: http://www.nau.edu/~naufo/forms/NAUFNDN_Audit_6-30-2009.pdf
	Text80: No
	Text81: Unknown
	Text82: Yes! We have several sustainability-related student groups including the Campus Climate Challenge, Society for Environmental Communicators, Students for Sustainable Living and Urban Gardening (SSLUG), Slow Food NAU, Net Impact (MBA sustainability student group), Action Research Teams (community weatherization project). These groups all work together in an organization called the student environmental caucus where they coordinate and enhance sustainability initiative efforts. One major effort they just saw passed by the Board of Regents in a $5 per semester Green Fee which will be governed and administered by an elected student committee. In addition, the SSLUG group started and grew a successful community garden as well as a campus composting program at NAU. These groups are all interested in seeing both the campus and community thrive sustainably.
	Text83: We have an Engineering group that competes in Reno each year working on LEED and sustainability problems. 
	Text84: Centennial Forest - 4700 acres - The Centennial Forest is the result of a collaboration between the Arizona State Lands Department and the NAU School of Forestry to create a “living laboratory” where researchers and students from NAU can study examples of forest, woodland, and grassland ecosystems around Flagstaff to learn about ecosystem dynamics, test ecological hypotheses, and conduct ecological restoration experiments...four restoration treatment units and adjacent control (untreated) units, and installed 160 permanent monitoring plots to measure ecosystem response to the treatments. These treatments are integrated into a large-scale project, entitled Stand Treatment Impacts on Forest Health (STIFH).
	Text85: We use environmentally preferable cleaning products in our buildings from Waxie Janitor supply and EcoLab (includes 100% recycled tissue products, 85 % recycled garbage liners, and plant-based cleaners). No VOC paints and textiles used in new building construction as a construction standard as well.
	Text86: There are many outdoor programs at NAU including the Grand Canyon Semester (http://www.cefns.nau.edu/Orgs/GCS/), The San Juan River Program (http://www.landsward.nau.edu/SanJuanRiverBasin.html), NAU Outdoors Program (http://home.nau.edu/outdoors/), Community action research teams (http://www2.nau.edu/community/node/185), and an institutional commitment to engaged student learning/experiential learning opportunities for all students.
	Text87: 1) Increasing thin client computing technology on campus. Have implemented campus-wide campaign to increase faculty/staff use - A thin client is a small energy footprint hardware device which attaches to virtualized desktops run from the server room. Only 4–14 watts of power draw vs. 70-80 watts from a PC.2) EcoPass - Parking Services now offers the free city bus pass to ALL staff including student workers and affiliates on campus.3) Transportation Services has purchased new hybrid vehicles to replace older vehicles in the fleet.4) Biodiesle is now produced from the South Campus dining facility grease and used in on campus buses. 
	Text88: *Dining - Fair-trade coffees and teas sold at cafes on campus and in the dining halls. Napkins are made from 100% post-consumer recycled material - new dispenser helps reduce waste as well. Donate untouched “surplus” prepared food items to local charities.Donate $5000 per year to the Hooper Student Fund which awards grants to students for sustainability-related projects on campus and in the community.*Eco House/Sustainability Learning Community - connects approximately 20 freshmen of various majors with other environmentally-minded students in a Residence Hall.*Ponderosa Group - The Ponderosa Group consists of NAU faculty members from various disciplines who share a common vision of education for environmental sustainability. The Ponderosa Group meets regularly throughout the academic year in support of this "greening" of the curriculum project.*Grounds crew uses “organic” landscaping techniques where possible = hand-pulling of weeds, use of pre-emergent corn gluten, and incorporation of vinegar-based herbicides*Printing Services - Soy-based inks, non-petrol cleaners, recycled paper upon request, cloth vs. paper towels used.*Memberships - The Northern Arizona Renewable Energy Purchasing Group is a group of major private and public energy users in the region who collaborate to advance renewable energy development in Northern Arizona. Part of this goal includes cooperative purchasing of renewable energy from local utility provider, Arizona Public Service. NAU has membership, an MOU, or closely collaborates with these organizations working on sustainability issues:  AASHE, ACUP Climate Challenge, Campus Climate Challenge, International Slow Food Association, Council of Environmental Deans and Directors, U.S. Green Building Council, Wind Powering America (DOE), Coconino County Sustainable Economic Development Initiative.*NAU boasts a successful and ever-growing distance learning program that specifically serves many of our students in rural and reservation areas.  This program helps us to vastly improve our accessibility to underserved populations both in Arizona and across the nation.*The University’s Environmental Caucus formed in October 2009, with 30-40 faculty, student and staff participants at each monthly meeting.*NAU’s endowed chair in Community, Culture, and the Environment brings together students and community organizations in tangible projects seeking interdisciplinary environmental solutions.Established in 2001, an annual competition for student sustainability project funding of $500 to $2500.   


